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adefeend to Men of low Eftate. Rom. xii. 16. | 
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“ADVERTISEMENT. — 


a & HE Fruienpiy Apvice, in this little Treatife, wi — 
appear to the Reader, fomewhat foreign to the Pro--' 


Vince of a Paysic1an: —Doubtlefs it is fo—- but the 


Xperience of many Years in that Character, particu- 
_Jarly in the Counry Inrirmary at NoRTHAMPTON,.— 
_ gave me too many fad Inftances of the Want of other 

than medical Affiftances, and that tooin Matters of ever= 
lafting Concern. To limit therefore to one particular 
Province, a Regard for our Fellow-Creatures, when it 
is capable of being fo beneficially extendcd, would in 
my Opinion, debafe even Humanity itfelf, and js utterly. 
inconfiftent with the Chnftian ‘Temper And she’ a due 
Deference to the Publick iuclines me to juftify this Under- 
taking, yet every candid Reader will readily allow, that I 
Need not make much Apology to others, for what my. 
own Confcience affures me is a neceflary. Duty.—The 
frequent Opportunities: of cbferving different, and for 
the moft Part uncultivated Minds, under thofe various: 
Circumftances of Diftrefs, which intitle a to Ad- 
_ ™iffon into a publick Infirmary, and efpecially my Con-- 
 Verfation with Patients there in the Progtefs. of their: 
Diftempers, and fometimes in the laft Hours of their: 
_ Lites, have furnifhed me with fome particular. Advan- 
tages for an Undertaking of this Nature ; which, eafy as 
tt may feem, they who think and affert it to be fo, will 
Sve, by that very Affertion, a fufiicient Proof of their 
©wn Difqualifications for it.—It may too often be incoa- 
fderately, and therefore unfucecffully atterhpted ; -bue 
Perhaps they who are beft able to.performit, arethe moft 
Hei fible of its Difficulties. . 
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It indeed requires no lefs Attention toa Variety of Cir= ; 
cumftan in order to reftore Health and Soundnefs of 
Mind, the feveral Symptoms in order to cure the 


_ Difeafes of the Body: For it is by no Means fufficient to 


fay, I will talk to a Man in fuch or fuch a Manner, be- 
caufe he is fick, or in Pain :—The Nature of his Malady, 


the Courfe of Life, which in fome Inftances might occa- 


fion, of contribute towards it; the Tendernefs, or In- 
flexibility of his own Nature; any Abufe or Defect. of 
his Reafon or Education; his Prefumption or Defpair, 


the various Approaches towards either Extreme; andthe © 


Senfe or Difregard which he fhews to Chaftifements or 
Mercies ; all thefe, I fay, require avery different Treat- 
ment. So that whoever can juitly hope to fucceed, muft 
not only have a diftinguifhing, and well difpofed Mind, 
but be long converfant in thefe feveral Circumftances ; 
he muft alfo be habitually exercifed in the Methods, and 
well furnifhed with the Arguments and Texts, proper 


-» for Conviétion, Reproof, Inftru@ion, Exhoitation and 


Comfort. = 

Thefe RefleCtions, which fuggefted the apparent Ufe- 
fulacts of fome fuch Help as this, had with me the Force 
of an Obligation to attempt it, fo far as is confiftent with 
any general Plan, or Courfe of Directions ; though fill 
we muft allow that there will be a great Difference be- 
tween what is written down, and the cafual unreftrained 
Freedom of a perfonal Converfation ; together with fuch 


a prudential Ufe of Opportunities as will arife from Ob- ~ 


fervations of the Patient’s Difpofition, fometimes indeed 
to be learnt in his very Countenance. — From thefe a 


Judgment may be formed, what Sort of Difcourfe will be 
moft fuitable at that particular Time; and how far he is — 


likely to reje&t, or receive any Profit by it. 

The Advice of the Phyfician, how judicioufly foever 
given, will in many Cafes be fruitlefs, even where our 
Expectations are the moft fanguine; and one Time or 


other, muft neceflarily become fo in all: But whilft 
Reafon is not wholly extin@, the good Offices of the Chrij- _ 


tian may always be ufeful.—Having therefore deiberately 
weighed the Defign, 1 was encouraged to proceed inthe 
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ADFERTISEMENT. 


Execution of it, for thefe obvious Reafons among others— 
“that nothing of this Kind had hitherto beer publifhed, 
“* and that one of my Profeffion might. reafonab!y hope for 
“*'fome particular Attention; efpecially fronrthofe wha 
“ have entertained a favourable Opinion of me, and — 
_ “© were, or had been under my Care, as a Phyfician.” 
Whatfoever I have advanced either in this Preface, or 
inthe Treatife itfelf, is entirely agreeablé to the Convic-~ 
’ tions of my oxen Confcience, as to the certain Evidence, 
and great Importance, of thofe Principles and Pradtices, 
which I have inforced and recommended: And I fhall 
eftecn myfelf peculiaily happy, if what | have here fug- 
gefted may have its due Weight and Influence on the 
Minds of thofe, who read it; and animate them, as our 
Saviour has injoin’d, to sEEK FIRST (preferably to every 
other Confideration) rHE Kincpom or Gop AND His - 
Ricureousness: “ For what fall it profit a Man if 
“¢ Fle gain the whale World, and lofe his oum Soul ?” 
Having thus unrefervedly avowed the fettled Principles _ 
of my own Heart, founded upon the moft mature Delibe- 
tation, and a long Obfervation on Men, Manners, and 
Things :—And having been induced by the maft charita- 
ble and friendly Motives, as well to the Acknowledge- 
ment of my own religious Opinions, as to this Under- 
taking in general, I am inclined to hope my Reader will 
In the fame Difpofition, moft readily excufe whatfoever 
in Point of Judgment, or Impropriety of Expreffion, 
might admit of Cenfure; and that, if he cannot altoge- 
ther think in the fame Manner with me, our Difference . 
in Opinion may no Ways leffen our good Will and Af- 
_ fe€tion, but that he will candidly allow me the fame Li- 
__berty of judging, which he hasan undoubted Right to ufe 
for himéelf. 
After all, if this publick Teftimony of my firm Belief — 
- of Curistranity ; the free Declaration of my own ~ 
Sentiments ; and my compaffionate Regard to the im- 
mortal Souls of the /owe/f of my Fellow-Creatures, 
fhould expofe me to any Degree of Contempt and Ridicule, . 
in fuch an Age as 7bis; wherein Levity of Mind, and 
its natural Confequence, Diffolutenefs of Manners, are 


A 3 equally 
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equally evident and deplorable, I thal! not be very anxi- 
ous as to the Event (being well fatisfied in the Appro- | 
‘bation of my own Confcience as to the Integrity and — 
_ Benevolence of my Views) but fhall refer myfelf to the 
= Decifion of that Day, when the Secrets of all Hearts 


_  faall. be manifefled, and our eternal States unalterably 
determined. sa ae 
+ - 
Northampton, 
= July 9, 1748, al 
ae - ad : 
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VERSES to the Auruor. me 

ONG bad the Art of Healing been confin’d - eee 

“To fave the Shell, the Prifon of the Mind ; “ 
Curious had view'd the yellow Duéts of Bile ' 7 


And tracd the Silver Channels of the Chyle, 
Purfwd ihe Purple Maze thro’ ev'ry Vein, 
The Nerves that vibrate, and the Glands that ftrain. » 
Lill, Vallies, Woods, and Springs were all explor’dy 
The Sea was ranfackd, and the Earth was * bor’d. 

Thus Sons of Med’cine! all your fond Regard 
This perifbable Frame of Man has foar’d; 

Nor did the Soul your due Concern employ, 
Tho’ doom’d to endlefs Pain, or endlefs “Foy. 

Thy Knowledge no fuch narrow Limits bound, 
Thy Labours, SroNHOUsE, takean ampler Round, - 
With equal Skill, and with a warmer Heart, 
Succefifully you cure the mortal Part ; ee. 
Whilft with each Cordial, heav’nly Balm you pours 
To cheer the Sick, or calm the dying Hour. he 
°Tis Thine the tender + Moments of Addrefs 
To feize, and frongly facred Truths imprefs : 

To bid the Patient’s Pray’r with Faith arz/e, 

And breathe its grateful Incenfe to the Skies. 

To urge the Saviour’s all-atoning Blood ; 

And animate the Sinner ta be good. 

Humane, as learn’d, with other’s Blifsyou glo 
eel, footh, deplore, and heal another’s Wee. 

Ardent while thus your Chriftian Efforts feek 

 Eealth for the Poor, and Comfort for the Weak ; 
Your Care for their immortal Welfare fhewn, 
With heighten’ da Luftre fhall augment yout own. ° 
N.B. Thefe Vertes, written by an anonymous Hand, were 
inferted (unknown to the Author of this Treatife) in 
the publick Papers of 1749, and here added by parti- 
_ cular Defire. - 
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* Tn fearching for different Mines, and Minerals, it is cuftomary 
to bore the Earth; and fome of the moft efficacious Medicines are 
taken from thence; as Mercury, Sulphur, Steel, and Antimony. 
e + Molifima Fandi tempora, Vins, rT 
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 ToJames Stonwousr, M.D. © 
~ Written foon after Recovery from a dangerous Il!nefs, 


97 ITS laudable—tis friendly (fare ! 
Lf Corporeal Maladie to aa ; 
But’ tis amore exalting Praife 
| The Sin-diftemper’d Mind ta rai/e 5 ; . 
To meditate with godlike View | e 
The Health of Soul and Body too. 1 
‘Tues for this Worx jhall Thoufands blefi, 
(Read on the Beds.of pate Difire/s) 
And thank the providential Ice, eS: esd 
That brought them Huxps like thine to know. * 
The heal’d Artificer, whofe Hand 
Domettick, preffing Wants demand, 
More ufeful made by Thee shall come, 
A double Bieffing to bis Home. 
The well-rul’d Family foall prove 
An happier Houfe of Faith, and Love ; 
And own that all the Foys they fhare, 
Sprung from thy Pen, and medick Care. 
— Ob! long belov’d, long honour’d live! 
Example to thy Brethren give ; 
May tHY ATTEMPT to ev'ry Heart 
An emulative Zeal impart ! 
And let their prais'd Ambition be, aah 29 
To at like * BOERNAAVE, and like THEE. buh 
ies Mosrs Browne, 


* This is intended as a Reference toa very senipictoes) and ex- 
emplary Part of Dr. Boerbaave’s Character ; wamely, that he did not. 
think that the mof reverential Acknowledgement, and moft open Pro- 
feffion of his Religion, as a Chriffian, derogated in any Degree from 
his high Reputation, as @ Phyfician---It was his conflant Rule to rife 
wery early, and to fpend aout an Hour in fecret Prayer, and in — 
Meditation on‘fome Part of the Scripturés.---This Ruiz he recom- — 

_ mended to his intimate Friends, us the bg? He could give then: for 


f ix ]j , x, 
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STANZAS occafioned by Dr. Sronnouse’s 
_ Friendly Advice to a Patient, J 


Fk AIL Sons of Duft! . 
Sad Offspring of polluted Clay / 
No longer good or juft, 
To Vice and Folly fulla Prey, 
Say, can ye hope for Happinefs below ? 
Alas! its limpid Streams thro’ purer Channels flow. 


their Prefervation ; judicioufly. obferving, that the Health of the 
Body muft, more or lef, be dependent on the Tranquillity of the 
Mind---~and that « there is no Peace to the Wicked.” ; : 
Being afked “* hoz it was pofible for Him to undergo fo much 
“* Fatigue in his Profeffion?” He teplied, ‘I have habituated myfelf 
* from my Infancy to Punétuality and Difpatch ; and my Morn- 
** ing’s Retirement gives me Spirits for the Day ; and enables me 
\ to aé, as inthe immediate Sight of GOD :”---that GOD, to whofe 
Bounty He attributed all his Abilities ; to whofe Grace He afcribed 
all his religious Attainments; by whofe Providence he had long 
been direéted, and fupported in a Profeffion which engaged him in 
a neceflary and conftant Attention to the various Diftreffes, and . 
Miferies of his F ellow-Creatures ; and to whofe Will he was entirely ; 
refigned in every Circumftance which related toHiméelf, or others. 
~--May the Example of this Eminent * Man extend its Influence ; 
to his Admirers, and Followers !| and whilft they purfue his medical 
Knowledge, may they afpire to that exalted Piety of which he was 
fo admirable a Pattern ! 
* See his Life, from whence the following Quotation is taken, which 
fhews what Regard the great Boerbaave paid to Religion. —‘ His Time 
“* was ewbolly taken up in vifiting the Sick, fearching into every Part of 
“* Medicine with the utmof Diligence, and reading the Scriptures, which 
“he generally did after Morning Prayer—He was particularly fond of fuch 
“ Authors as pleced the Love of Ged, and its confequential Duties, in the . 
** cleareft Light ; and was therefore remarkably compaffionate tohis Fellow- - 
Creatures, and cheerful in bis Family, even under the moft trying Af- - 
** fliGtions.”—He would fometimes fay with Jog, ‘Shall we receive — 
“* Good at the Hand of God, and fhall we not receive Ew: 2”’—e(pecially 
When that very Evil, how grievous foever at prejent, is defigned for our fu- 
ture Good ; for “ as @ Father chafeneth bis Son, fo the Lord our God chaftensth 
‘us, Deut, viii, 5, 


‘Say, 


{x } 
Say, can yon Flow’r, 
Tho’ ting’d its filken Buds with Gold, 
Tf tank’ rous Worms devour 
Lts pearly Germs ere they unfold, ; 
Eve Eope its fpreading Beauties to difplay? 
Alas! its Leaves contrac, grow wrinkled, and decay. 
Created pure, 
Man was the Child of Health, atid Foy 5 


Oh! had his Faith been furey 

His blifs bad been without Alloy. 
But Sin, and Death prevail’d ; and with them rofe 
Difiafe, infatiate Fiend, with all ber kindred Woes. 


Ye vengeful Train . 
Of Ils, that rack the Race of Man! 
Sad Family of Pain, - 
That make him loath Life’s little Span ! 
Say, was it given you uncontroul’d to rage ? 
No !— Medicine brings ber Balms your Pury to affuage. 


The eternal King, 


_ Whofe tender Mercies full endure, 


__ las bid the genial Spring 
Pour forth a thoufand Herbs of Cures. 
Flas bid the Sea, the Fountain, and the Mine 
Lo cafe the torturing Pang, ibeir lenient Stores refign: 


At his Command 
Fair Charity fooots from the Skies ; 
She opes each wealthy Hand, 
And bids yon friendly Walls * arife ; 


She fpreads the Couch, prepares the healing Draught, 


And come, ye Poor, foe fays, “ Here find Relief unbought.” 


Frail facred Dome ! 
Hail bleft Afjlum of the Poor ! 
. Loft-in bis lonely Elome, 
The Hind difeas'd had died obfcure: 


| But here reftor’d 10 Labour and to Life, 


Again he clafps bis Babes, and cheers his drooping Wife. 


* The INFIRMARY, 


‘Wore 
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[ xi J 
Nor rais'd alone : Z 
Lo tranfient Life, that foon muft end; 
From Mercy’s downy Throne 


- _ Here bleft Impreffions oft defend: 


Por fee while Medicine makes the Body whales 


This little Trad affords Prefcriptions for the Soul, 


ieee a. —————, 


RT ee 
o~ 


Yes, gen’rous Friend, 
Thy Skill attempts the nobler Part, 
Lhe Will deprav’d to mend, , 
Lo probe and cleanfe the ulcerous Heart, 
4nd, through the Saviour’s all-refloring Blood, 
TD raife to endle/s Life the Pemitent and Good. a 2 


SP This little Trad is fold at Three-Pence fitched, or 


@ a Guinea an Lundred, to fuch as are fo chari- 
tably difpofed as to give it away. Lf wanted to be fent into 


Foreign Parts, or for the Ufe of Patients inthe Jufirmaries, 


willbe moft advifeatle to-have it fewed in Pafteboards. 
The Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge has 

Cdopted it into the Number of thafe Books which they difper[ey 

8 properly calculated for the Revival, and Advancement of 


“Tue Religion; and it may be had, upon the Terms of the 


Society, by any of their fubferibing Members: namely, at — 
Yalf-Price; the other Haif being defrayed out”of the So- 


“Clety’s Fund, 


The Bookfeller begs Leave farther to add, that the Price 
% this is le/s than that of any other Trac? of the fame Size; 
which is owing tothe Largenefsof the dct which, . 
thr, ough the Hope of fupplying mofi of the Infirmaries, be 
as printed, and to the. Author’s Geuerofity in not taking 
Copy- Money for this, or any .of the preceding Editions, 


N.B.. 4 little Trad, intitled, Sprrvruat Drrec- 


. Tons to the UninftruQed, written by the fame Author, 


“ikewife adopted by the Society, Thefe teva little Traéts 
We generally bonal up together. . 


_. 
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SE OPPON ii“ 
Apvice to a Patient, confiderin ye as under the ajlicting 


Hand of | 

Adwifed to regard God as the Author of Affiation 3 

To examine bimfelf whether be bea real Chriftian 4 
Whether he be a profligate Sinner : ibid. 

Whether be be a mere outfide Chriflian 5 

_ Advice ta the Self-convided , 12. 

 Addrefi to the fincere Chripian ~~ abid. 

| Lo improve this Retirement for Self Knowledge - ibid, 

To inquire into the Pls ign of the ee — 13 

Tt © ‘ 


Apvice toa pos isividering him as in a Place, where 
he is daily receiving many Mercies. 


Several of thofe Mercies enumerated 14 
Thankfulnefs advifed 15 
With due Expreffion of Gratitude 16 
All Advantages to be improved for Recovery ibid. 
For Salvation ibid. 
Five religious Opportunities in a well-regulated Infirmary, namely, . 
Reading 17 
Prayers 19 
Sermons 20 
Sacrament ‘ zt 
A Spiritual Guide tee 


SECT DON UL 
Apvice to a Patient, confidering him furrounded with — 
feveral inftrutive Objects and Circumftances. 


Advice on feeing Spectacles of Liifirefs 24 
-—— of Mortality 52 
—— on having Opportunities of doing Good . 26 
—— in Cafe of Amendment ibid. | 
. in Caje no, Relief Jbould be obtained gm 
—— in Cafe of Recovery 28 
== on Di/miffion _ ibid. 
Conclufion 29 | 
The whole of this Advice rewieewed, and fummed up in a Prayer 30 | 
A Prayer to be ufed during Sickut/s ce 


vmm—— after Recovery 


Exhortation to promote Chriftianity as the as 3 pee = re) 


FRIENDLY 


A DV r-6 Ba 


TO A 
PAT oN a 


INTRODUCTION. 


4% NE of our bleffed Saniousl 3 principal Gone 
mandments is, Thou fhalt love thy Neigh- . 
® “ bour, as thyfelf*; * one of thofe « on 
which, ‘he tells us, hang all the Law and the 
= Prophets. In Obedience therefore to this 
Command, it is my conftant and fincere De- 
fire that every Neighbour, efpecially every afflicted Neigh- 
bour, fhould be truly dear to me; and can confidently 
fay, that the Advice 1 am now offering, proceeds from real 
ove to you, as a Fellow- Creature, as a Fellow-Chriftian, | 
and as one xew in a Condition, that intitles you to tee 
ticular Compaffion. @. 
. To be at once fick or lame, and posr, perhaps too unin- 
Siruded, are affiting Circumftances indeed ;—-and it ought 
certainly to.difpofe me, according to the Abilities God has. 
‘given me, cheerfully to do my Part, as a Phyfician, a Chiif- 
tan, and a Subfcriber towards your Cure, InfiruStion, and 
* Matt. xxii. 39s 


%-  aieetin tik . . Sips 


@. Frienwpity Apvicez fo a Patient. . 
Support.—But as Charity to the Soul is ungue/tionably the 
' nobleft of all Charities, I would efpecially attend to that ; 
heartily withing fo to join the happy Purpofes of a Re- 
FORMATORY with thofe of an InrirMARY, as not only 
to reftore your bodily Health, but efeé?ually to promote 
your /piritual Welfare, and eternal Salvation. 
** For the Benefits of an /ufirmary (as hath been ex- — 
* cellently obferved by the Reverend Dr. Grey, in his 
«© Sermon preached at the Opening of this Charity, at 
‘* Northampton,) are not confined to bodily Pain and Sick- 
** nefs, but. may extend themfelves yet further, to the 
&* fpiritual Maladies of thofe, who are under the Care of 
‘it. The Ignorant bere may be inftruéted, and the 
s* Diffolute reclaimed, and the Dead in Trefpafles and 
*s Sins, through the all-powerful Grace of God, be raifed 
© to the Life of Righteoufnefs,—The ftri&t Regularity to 
_ © which the Patients are obliged, the /pzritual Affiftance 
<¢ which is-charitably adminiftered to them, the Aptnefs — 
© of Men’s Minds to receive religious Impreffions in Time 
“< of Sicknefs and Diftrefs, and the good Improvement 
*< that will be made of it, to the preffing Aome upon them 
“© their everlafing Concerns, whilft they are here in a | 
‘ fuffering and declining Condition, ALL contribute to this 
** happy Change.—And who is there, that fecls not an 
** inward Pleafure (a Pleafure that muft greatly overpay his 
¢ Liberality) when he reflects, that bya /mail Benefaction, 
“¢ He may be appily infrumental, not only to the.pro- 
«© longing of a MoRTAL Lire, but to the faving of an ~ 
¢* IMMORTAL SOUL.” ire ta 
The Vifits of a Phy/cien to every particular Patient 
cannot be long, and much of the little Time he fpends 
with each, muft be employed in the Advice peculiar to his 
Profeffion. The great Duty of inflructing the Ignorantcan | 
but rarely, in any meafure, and never fully be difcharge { 
by him. | would therefore gladly make up the Deficiency, 
“by applying myfelf to you in ths Manner; which enab'yes: - 
me to fpeak to thofe whom [ fee not;—to thofe at the 
reateft Diftance from me ;-~ay¢ perhaps I may contin pe to 
peak when my Lips are filent in the Duft; for tho ugh I 
am not a Minister, I fhould fcarcely think I d -wferved — 
= . the | 
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Frrenpiy Apvice fo-@ Patient, 3 


the Name of a CurisTran, if I was not willing, when pro- 


per Occafions offer, to inftru&t and comfort you, as your 
Circumftances and my own may permit ; and not you auly, 
but fuch others as may hereafter ftand in need of the fame 
Charitable Affiftance. ; . 


Suppofe me then at your Bed’s Side, and to addrefs’ 


». YOu . 

I, As eaeaiam under the afliting Hand of God ; 
_ IL. As lodged in a Place. where you are daily receiv- 
‘Ing many of his Mercies ; 


_ ILL. As furrounded with feveral inftr Sti € ObjeSsane: 


Circumftances, which, if it be not pé% 
© very ferviceable to you. [> 


A OF Sou UR | AP RT Te ty 


_ Apvice to a Patiznt, confidering bim as un: ep 
the affiiéting Hand of Ged. 


T HE firft neceffary Advice will arife from the Confide- 
ration, that you are now under the afli@ting Hand 

of God.—The Place in which this finds you, as a Patient, 
fuppofes two very grievous AMfliGtions concur ; xamely, That 
you are under fome Ilnefs or unhappy Accident; and 
that you are fo poor as not to be able, at your own Ex- 


Pence, to procure proper Relicf.—The Governors would, 


hot have admitted you, if they had not been perfuaded 
this was your Cafe: And there would be fo much Injuftice 
and Wickednefs in-decerving them into fuch a Perfuafion, 
that I fhall not entertain any fuch Suppofition. 


To regard God You are afflicted, and J hope you know 


ah the Aahor YOU Affli€tions come from the Hand of God. . 


AfiBion. 7 04 muff know it, if you believe there is a 
ys ge God, and that he Sein governs, and di- 
tects all Things: A Fa@ fo evident to the common’ 
Senfe of Mankind, that, 1 would hope, none éan 
fo much as gueffion it.-—- Now if you believe that 
_ God fo far regards you as to fend AffiGtions (as 


You know too, that ** He does not afflict willingly, or 


B 2 ‘© grieve 


¢ 


4  Fruienpty Apvice fo a Patient. 


“« grieve the Children of Men *,”) you muf believe, that 
He has merciful Defigns in afliting you;—and that, as __ 
He is always prejent with you, fo, He obferves what In- — 
fluence this Affliction has on your Mind ; asa wife Phy- 
- fician who has prefcribed for a Patient, will attentively 
semark what Effects his Prefcriptions have produced. 
The Apoftle exprefly tells us, ** That God correéts us 
** for our Profit, that we may be Partakers of his Holi- 
* nefs +.”——-But that we may be fo, it is neceflary, as 
- Solomon directs, ** in the Day of Adverfity, to confi- 
“© der f.”— My firft Advice and Requeft to you there- 
fore, is, that you would ferioufly confider what is your 
prefent State of Mind, that fo you may the better appre- - 
hend the particular Defign of our heavenly Father in thus 
chaftifing you. | 
: Let me intreat you to reflect, in the firft 
To examine Place, whether you have Reafon to believe 
- ih He that youare, or are not, a real Chriliian :-— 
Chrifiian, I take it for granted that you are called a 
ares Chriftian;—that you have been baptized ;— 
and that you have not expre/sly renounced your Baptifm ;— 
‘that you have often attended fome Place of Chriftian 
Worfhip ;—and that you believe the Scriptures to be the 
Word of God. ; 
- Bat, certainly, this alone is not enough to prove youa 
; real Chriftian, and to fecure your Salvation : 
Whether be be Wor if there be any Crimes in the World, 
phase ie that can draw down the Wrath of God, 
; and expofe us to the manifeft Danger of 
.. eternal Damnation ; fuch Crimes are too frequently found 
ainong fome, who are baptized, who attend public Wor- 
fhip, and deny not the Truth of the Scriptures, —Are 
there not, among fuch, ** Whoremangers, Liars ||,— 
“ Aduliererss Thieves, Covetous, Drunkards, Revilers, 
“ Extortioners §?”—Now the Scripture exprefsly fays, 
of all thefe, het they fball not inherit the Kingdom 
of Ged; and that the abufed Name of a CurisTIAN, 
which they prefumptuoufly retain, fhall be fo far from 
* Lamentat, ill. 33> + Heb. xiis ro. -  } Ecclef. vii. 14. 
| Rev, xan 8, § 1 Cor, vi. 9, 10. = 
. availing 
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availing them, that it fhall enhance their Condemna- 
tion *:—-Nor is profane Swearing and Sabbath- Breaking, 
though perfifted in by fuch Multitudes, lefs deftructive : 


For « the Wages of the/e Sins is (eternal) Death,” and the . 


PraGtice of them a fure Sign of an irreligious Heart. 

If you therefore find, in your own Confcience, that 
you profane the Name of God;—that you cu/tomarily 
break his Sabbaths (as if you would force your Way 
through zhat Fence, toa Thoufand other Tranfgreffions ;) 
that you have livedin fecret, or open Uncleannefs ;— 


that you allow yourfelf in Lying, Stealing, Cheatiag, . 


Covetoufnefs, Drunkennefs, Backbiting, or Injuftice ;— 


Or in any other evil Courfe, which you snow to be con~ 
trary to the Word of God, and the Defignof his Gofpel; _ 
you cannot doubt one Hour, nay, one Moment, about: 


_ your State.—Whatever your Notions and Pretences, and 
forms of Religion may be, you are undoubtedly wicked 


under the Difpleafure of God;—and in Danger of 


everlafting Mifery.—You have therefore Reafon to think, —— 


that God thus affiés you, to rouze and awaken your 
Confcience ;~-to fhake you as it were, out of this dead’ 
Sleep of Sin, that you may humble yourfelf before him 5 
left this Sickne/s confign you over to Death, ‘and Death 
to that Judgment, for which you are fo unprepared. 

Pe seater Fe that though you may be free from any fuch’ 
not a mere . Fy F 2 sSoS 
Wuifide Chrifti- abominable Wickednels, a8 I have detcri- 
Gn, deftitute of bed, you may neverthelefs be’ a formal, 
Anward Religi- lukewarm, and fruitlefs’ Profeflor of Chrif= 
mu tianity,—under the Guilt of numberlefs Sins, 


and in the Way to utter Ruin.—Undoubtedly you are fo, ~ 


if you have * xo Fear of God before your Eyes +;”—if you 
have no Love to God t;”—if you live “ without God in 
~ “Sthe World \\;”—if you have not beenu/ed to pray;—and £ 


i 


mS. 


* &¢ Not every one that /zith unto me, Lord, Lord, thall enter into’ - 


which isin Heaven.” Mait. vii. 21. 
. FPlaimxxxvi.s, J Johnv. 4, | WEphef. ii. 12. 
B-3 


_ ** the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that deth the Will of my Father’. 


te 


wil | 


But I muft in Faithfulnefs farther tell you, ? : 


- 
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wll add, (for indeed the Proof of this may be brought 
to a fhort I{fue) if you have not been ufed to pray * alone, 


_ and have not been fincere and earnef? with God in your 


Addrefles.—It has often and juftly been faid, ‘* a Man 
_, may as well live without Breath, as a Chriftian with- 
~ out Prayer °? And merely to pronounce Words before 
Gop without any inward Meaning or /uitable AffeGion, 

is not really Prayer, whatever it may be called. 
_ Nay, I muft tell you farther, That though you may 
have felt fome Awe of God upon your Heart, and though 
you may, ina cu/lemary and formal Manner, have prayed 
to him-in Public, or in fecret, or even with fome tran- 
fient AffeGion, yet you are not a real Chriftian, if you 
have nota rue Faith in Chrifi ; that is to fay, if you have 
not been made thoroughly fenfible +, that you are a mifera- 
_ ble Sinner,—that,as all your Faculties are the Gift of God, 
~~ (who needs not the Services, or Affiftance of the pureft 
Angel, much lefs the imperfect Obedience of guilty Man,) 
- you cannot be juftified before God by any Works of your 
own. ;—if you have not been fully convinced that you can 
be faved only through Chrift, and obtain Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance through the Merit of his Blood and Obedience, 
by which he procured for us the Offers of Grace, and all’ 
the Bleflings of the new Covenant ;—If you have not, I 
fay, in this Perfualion, committed yourfelf to God, 
- through Chrift the Almighty Saviour; with a fincere 
Defire to be holy dere, in order to be happy hereafter ; 
with an unfeigned Repentance for all your paft Sins ; and 
with an humble Refolution, that, by the Grace of God, 


_* When thou trayeft, enter into thy Clofet, &c. Matt.-vi. 6. The 
Word CLOSET, in our Engijb Tranilation, fignifies, in the 
ORIGINAL, Chet, Chamber, Wardrobe, Warcheuje, or any other /e- 
parete Apartment.—And Chrift might probably ufe a Word of fuch 
Latitude, that none might plead, in Excufe for the Omiffion of /ecret 
Prayer, the Want of {0 convenient a Place for Retirement as they * 

, ould with.---I thought it neceflary juft to hint this, and to 
abferve farther, that every Patient in a Public Infirmary may confi- 
adler himfelf, when kneeling at his Bed-fide-with his Curtains drawn 
around him, to be ({cripturaily fpeaking) in his Clofet. 

: ‘+ 1Johni. 8, 


you i 


FrienpLty Apvicet 40 @ PaTIENT. 7 


you will reverence all his Commands ;_ and Jabour, for 

the Time to come, to obey them.—Jf fuch a Faith, and 
Confcioufnefs of your own Infufficiency be wanting, I | 
muft declare to you agai, (though with much Concern) 

that your Hope is no other than Prefumption;—and it | 
Would be great Treachery to God, and Cruelty to your ~ 
Soul, fhould I flatter you in it. 

Here I muft obferve that Pre/umption is not confined to 
that audacious Difpofition, which is evident in hardened 
and profligate Sinners, who feem to difregard, and even 
defy their Creator. ‘There is another Kind of Prefwmp- 
tion, the more dangerous on account of its Difguife, which . 
‘May be fuch as to conceal its Nature and Tendency from 
thofe, who are the moft deeply infected with it.—For in- 
ftance, there are fome who are inclined (though furely 
through Ignorance, for | cannot in Charity fuppofe any other » 
Caufe) to think themfelves in no Danger, nor their Souls 
at all diftempered. Their Infenfibility, not lefs danger- 
Gus to the Mind, than a mortified Limb to the Body, 
requires a peculiar Treatment: Thofe I mean whofe 

onfcience is quiet and eafy on a falfe Foundation ; and 
whofe Language, even on the Verge of Eternity, is of 
this Kind. ** [have done no Harm—I have wronged 

- no one—I am as good as the reft of my Neighbours— 
-*© Tam no more afraid to die than others.”—And to fuch 
as Thefe, who know not the Corruptions of their own Na- 
ture, their immenfe Diftance from theit moft Holy Crea- 
tor, or their Need of a Saviour, Iam now addrefling my- 
felf; to awakenin them, if poffible, a thorough Senfe of | 
their own Vilene/s,; and as this Expreffion is warranted by 
Scripture (fee Fob x). 4.) it can admit of :no juft Ex- 
 Ceptton—nor will any I hope, on fuch an Occafion as 
this, think what follows it too fevere,—for whatever may 
be the Appearance of Severity, I muft affure the Reader, 
that fuch Paflages, where-ever they occur, are extorted 
by the mof? compaffionate and xealous Concern for his eternal 
Welfare.—Would it not be greater Cruelty to conceal 
_ the deplorable Mifery of your fpiritual Condition, than 
through an ill-judged Compaflion to omit the Prefcrip- 
tion of a needful Remedy, becaufe it may be /oath/ome to 
. . the 


ey 
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the Tafte? Or to forbear through a falfe Fendernefs. a. 
necefjary Incifion, becaufe it will be painful to the Flefh, 
~ IT muft remind you therefore, that an infpired Writer 
fpeaks not of.this, or that notorious Sinner, but of every 
Man, when placed in the immediate Sight and Prefence, 
“of God, as appearing ‘¢ abominable and filthy.” (See _ 
Fob xv. 16.) And to make you more fenjible of this, with 
_ which the Generality of ‘Mankind feem fo very little 
affetted, I muft intreat you, that you would imagine, 
yourfelf called By Namz into the Prefence of our GREAT 
Jupce.—Suppole that you faw him feated upon his Tri- 
bunal, in all the Pomp, Majefty, and Terror, in which 
He will be manifeft at the Lasy and pEctstve Day.— 
Imagine, that while all the World was in Flames around: 
+ you, and the Pit of eternal Deftruction opened its Mouth 
to fwallow up thofe miferable Creatures, whom Divine - 
Fuftice fhould doom to it, God fhould charge bome upon 
you the Guilt of every Sin, that from the fr? Day in, 
which you were capable of an actual Violation of his Law, 
even to the prefent Moment, you have committed, in every. 
Place, Circumfiance, and Relation of Lifes and: fhould 
add to the Account,—al/ the Means of Grace which 
you have neglected, or ufed without Advantage, viz, at- 
tending on Sermons without Edification ;—on Sacraments: 
without Faith and Repentance ;—praying without At- 
tention ;—confefiing without Remorie shearing the. 
- Terrors of the Law without being alarmed ;—the com- 
fortable Propofals of the Gofpel without embracing them 5 
—-all the Gifts and Talents, with which he had intrufted 
ou, and which you have not duly improved, or proba- ~ 
bly have perverted into Occafions of Miichief—Imagine’ 
Him to reckon with you for every forgotten Mercy he has. 
beftowed upon you, through fo many Years of Profperity 
and Comfort, with which you have been blefled; and for _ 
the zeedful Afflictions, which, in his fatherly Wildom, he — 
“has feen fit to appoint, and by which you have not been 
humbled. in a becoming. Manner ;—for every Convidtion 
of your own, Confcience, and Motion of his Spirit, which 
youhave not feconded, nay, which you have refifted and 
‘ . OVEr= > 
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overborne.—For all the Vanity, Pride, and Licentiouf- 
nefs of your Thoughts ;—for ali your lafcivious, paffionate 
and flanderous, yea, “all your idle Words.” (Matt. 
Xu. 36.) by which is meant, every Part of your Conver- 


fation, that has an evil Tendency or Effect either defign- 


€d, or naturally refulting from it,—and all this too in 
¢mparifon with what He knew you might have been, 


8nd mig bt have done for his Service, with the Capacities and” 


Opportunities which he has given you :—ZIn comparifon 
too with the many better Purpofes you have formed, and 
Solemn Refolutions and Vows which you have made and 
~ broken :+-And then let your own Heart anfwer, whether 
You would dare to ftand the Confequences of fuch an Ex- 
_ @mination and Account as this :-—Or. whether all your 
towering Confidence would not be blafted by the Curse 
denounced <* againff every one that continueth not in all 
“* Things which are written in the Book of the Law, to do 
*° them.” Galat. iii. 10. 
Call ajl thefe awful Reprefentations at once,—-— 


and, in full View of them all, let Confcience anfwer, whe- ~ 


ther before that Tribunal you would prefume to fay, 
“* Judge me, O Lord, by my own Virtue and Duties: I 
*¢ am the Man who have completely obeyed all thy Com- 
“* mandments.” Nay, would you venture to fay, 
“< Judge me, O Lord, by the deff Month, or Week, 


fe or Day, as it appears to thy all-penetrating Eye, 


(without any Exception for the bef of your Days or Du- 
Yes) upon the overflowing AZercy of God and the 
Merits of the Lord Jefus Chrift, our compaffionate Re- 
Ceemer? And if you intend to make that your Refuge 


and your PLea atthe Bar of God ; prepare yourfelf for 


it, not only by difclaiming all Pretences to Aderit of your 


°wn not only by acknowledging yourfelf anunprofitable 


Servant (becaufe far beyond this muft be the beft and ho- 


left of the Sons of Adam appear wanting, if weighed in. 


the ftri€t Balance of God’s Juftice) but by the moft hum- 
le and fincere Acknowledgment of your own Cor- 
ruption, 


and ftands in Comparifon with thy perfec? Law.”—. 
Or would you not much rather choofe to caft yourfelf 
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ruption, and'wretched State. Fly to this, your only Plea, 
inftantly, and as an A& of the Almighty’s Grace, plead 
it folemnly, plead it continually. 

Are you at a Lofs for a Form? Lo! a fhort but moft 
important Addition to that of the Publican (fee Luke 
Xvili. 13.) may well be the firft, ** God be merciful to 
*< me a Sinner, for the Sake, and through the Merits of 
“6 my only Saviour and Redeemer Jefus Chrift.!”"—Great. 
and very prevailing is the natural Eloquence of a truly’ 
broken and contrite Heart, howfoever conceived and ex- 
prefied. ; | 

Let me again urge you to make this your Plea, and 
plead it immediately; God only knows, how few the Mo- 

"ments may be in which you will have Room to plead it, 

before you are calied to Fudgment :-—To that Judgment 

which will teach the baughtie/? Sinner, what a *¢ fearful 

“¢ Thing it is to fall into the Hands of the Living God *. 

s¢ And compel him to cry to the Mountains to fail upon 

*£ him, and the Rocks to cover him,” from that far more 

dreadful Sentence, ‘* Depart from Mz ye curled into 

“© Everlafting Fire.” es ee 

Here | think it very neceflary to add in order to prevent 
Mifiakes, thatthisdeep Humiliation,and folemn Application. 
tothe Mercy of God, through Chrift, is appointed by Him, 

_ asthe Evidence of our thorough Conviction and>deep 
Senfe of our.own Wants and Unworthinefs, which is 
a previous and neceflary Qualification for the Reception 
of his Grace. Being thus humbled, and thus applying 
to Heaven, we fhall receive the neceflary Supplies of 
divine Affiftance to fubdue the Domrwron of Sin in our 
Hearts, and to animate us to the Practice of uni- 
verfal Righteoufnefs, and true Holinefs.; (that Divine 
PrinciPLe) without the fizcere Prevalency of which * nov 

_ © Man fhall fee the Lord t.” Holinefs, I fay, the great 
End of the Gospet as well as the Law;—to produce — 
and advance which, the Grace of God through Jefus — 
Chrift has been revealed and imparted to us. 

Now if with this Senfe of your own Weaknefs. and’ 
Wants, anda firm Faith in Jefus Chrift and his Gofpel, 

* Heb. x. 51. t Heb. xii. 14. | 


~ which 
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which is ftyled’by the Apoftle “ the Power of God unto. 
** Salvation to every one that believeth ;” if thus rounded you 
confcientioufly guard againtt all Anown Sin, and be truly forry 

_ When you fall into any by J»frmity or Surprife ;—and in 
fuch a Cafe, -apply immediately to the Mercy of God, 
through the AZerits of Chiift, for your Pardon, with re- 
wewed Refolutions againft Sin for the futerc, and hearty 
Defires, that God would preferve you from all Impiety ; 
then indeed you ate a real Chriftian :—And I fhould be 
forry ifany thing 1 have here written fhould be the Means 
of giving you the leaft Diftrefs. 
Weigh this Matter therefore impartially ; weigh it with 
the ftri@eft Attention ;—for if this be not your Cha- 
Tacter, be affured you are an unpardoned Sinner ;—you 
@re under the Curfe of God’s Law ;—and you muft be- 
ieve,—-repent, —and be reformed.—The whale Temper 


Of your Heart, and the whole Courfe of your Lite*, muft . 


-changed, or you muft perifh forever.—T ake it not as 
‘tefting on the Authority of a weak and fallible Mortal, 
but as the Decifion of our Divine Mafter himfelf, - the 
Saithful and the true sgond who has exprefsly faid, and 
felemnly repeated it, ** Except ye repent, ye fhall all 
“* Jikewife perifh+ ;—He that believeth not; is condemn- 
** edalready, and the Wrath of God abideth on him ¢ ; 
“Sand the Wicked fhall go away into everlafting |} Pu- 
*° nifhment §. } 


* jebn iis 3. <-> t cwke iis 3. t John iii, 18, 36, 
‘| Matt. xxv. 46. : 

§ Now’ upon the whole what can a carelefs debauched Per- 
fon fay to thefe Things > Though he /turdily bears up at prefent 
®gainit thefe Imprefiions, can he think, that he thall always be 
able to brave it out againft God and his own Confcience ? Can he 
_ fuppofe, that he fhall not (at leait in the /a/ Hours of his Life) con-" 

demn himfelf with very difmal Reflections on the Folly of his Sin, 
tnd the terrible Foveboding of its Pumi/hment ; as. others,’ equally 
“nthinking and uxhappy, have done before him ?--Too many there are 
_ Who flight Religion in their Health and Profperity, though they can= 
Mot but effeem it in Time.of Danger and Death. 
See Page 55. of that alarming little Book, Dr. Woopwarp’s 
Fair Warning io a carelefs World---in which he has colleéted the 
‘Sentiments of the of eminent Men, in theix ferious, or dying peta 
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3 _ If yourHeart condemn you on this Exa- 
por mination, I intreat you, by the Mercies of 
wised,  ©2od on one Hand, and the Terrors of the 

- Lord on the other—and by the orth of yout 


. immortal Souls, that you immediately and earneftly fup- _ 


plicate the Almighty for Pardon and Grace through our 


Mediator Jefus Chrift; and that you make your Appli- _ 


cation to fome whom you have Rea/on to believe are 


themfelves acquainted with vital Religion, and efpecially — 


to fome Clergyman, whofe tender Concern for your im- 
mortal Welfare, may make bim willing to give you the 
Inftruction and Affiftance which your Circumftances re- 
quire ; left this Hlnefs fhould end in Death, and Death 
in your fizal Condemnation, and irrecoverable Ruin. 

In the mean Time, let me obferve for your Encourage- 
ment, that there is Reafon to hope that a. compaiiionate 
God intends to prevent it, by this /ea/enable Affliction ; and 
that, as the Apoltle fays, You are chaftened, that you 1 ay 


not be condemned with the impenitent World *,—|mprove + 


thefe tender Moments; improve the Advantages you now _ 


enjoy ; and it is not improbable but it may appear, that 
ou were brought into this Jnfirmary, that your Abode and 
elief here might be the Means of bringing you to Heaven? 

I {peak this to you on a Suppofition of your 


Addrefs to the a7 Saawies - 
‘Sincere Chrift- being under the Conviction either of a pro- 


Gil. 


= 


Life; but I would rather hope, that this 


little Tra&t may fall into the Hands of many, who are be- - | 


come acquainted with rea/ Religion ; and that I may 


addrefs my Reader, as a Child of God, whom he chaftifes — 
- in fpecial Love ; as a ‘* Branch in Chrift, which bears- 


“ Fruit, and which be purges, and prunes, with the fharp 
“ Knife of Affliction, that you may bring forth more 
Fruitt.” 
SS cae improve the Opportunity of your prefent 
~ cole Rnoruledee. etirement from the Labours of your Call- 
Self-Knowledge. - y 
ing.—You have now vacant: Days ;—and, 


perhaps too, fleeplefs Nights,—{pent in Silence on a Bed. 


*. x Cor, ¥1.°32. + John xv. 2, . 


of 


fligate, or of acarelefs and lukewarm State of — 


In this Cafe, I would urge you wifely to 


Tes 
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of Sicknefs, or of Pain, —Ule thefe tedious, but precious 
Hours in examining your own Heart,—in fearching and 
trying your Ways *, that you may learn the fpecial Defign 
of Providence in this Difpenfation;—that you may recol- 
le& what Duties you have been moft accuftomed to ne- 
gle& in the Place, and Relation in which you are fixed, 
and what Temptations have been moft ready to prevail 
©n you; and, in fome lamented Inftances, to draw you 
alide from Him, whofe Goodnefs, Forbearance and 
Mercy, you had fo often experienced. 
8 Lift up your Heart to Gop, from time 
Ta enquire into to time; and fay humbly, whilft you are 


J ie oe bearing his Chaflifement, ** Shew me where- 
Jiiiion, ‘* fore thou contendeft with me+.— What 


aes *< ‘1 know not, teach thou me; and where- 
* in I have done Iniquity, may I do fo no more t.”— 
Yield yourfelf with a true jilial Submiffion to the Rod of 
your heavenly Father :—Bear it patiently || ;—bear it 
thankfully :—Let Thoughts of God’s unfpeakable Love: 
to you in Chrift, and of your moft unfeigned Love 
and entire Submiffivn to him, as your Father, mingle 
themfelves with all you fuffer from his Hand;—-and 
labour earneftly, that whether the Health of your Body 
be recovered, or continue to decline more and more, the 


* Lamentat. lil. 40. | F. Jobx. 2. tT Job xxxiv. 32. : 
} The common Language of igzorant, and imdevout Minds, 
which we daily hear, is of this Kind: “I muff bear the Pain; or 
‘© IT muft fabmit to the AfiliGtion under which I now lie, becaufe 
‘© I canuot help it.’—I know there is no Remedy, and therefore I 
“ muft ftrive to bear it as wellas I can.”—A Heathen might fay all 
this, and more ; but it is by no means the Voice of a Chriffian, or 
a Proof of that Refignation to the Will of God, and Submitfion: 
to his fatherly Corrections, which becomes the Duty of every fin-’ 
cere Profeffor of Chriftianity.— Thole who lve God will obey 
him, not becaufe they m/f, but becaufe they think it right; not 
doubting the friendly Intentions of the Almighty Parent in thus 
afli€ting them ; and that it is as much for their /piritual Welfare, . 
@s taking a Medicine by the Direftion of a judiciots Phyiician 
Would be for their Bodily Health.—The Language therefore of the: 
teal Chriftian is : 
*€ Speak, Lord, and fo affift me, that I may cheerfully obey. 
Strike, Lord, and fo affift me, thatl may patiently bear.” 
| eee Health| 


i 


! 
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Health of your Mind may be greatly promoted by this 
Courfe of Difcipline, and by every Day of it. 

The Particulars here advifed would in the main equally 
fuit you under your prefent AffliGtion, if you lay on 
your own Bed, in your own Chamber, and had the re- 


quifite Supports and Affiftances miniftered to you, at — 


* your own Expence. But let it be remembered that Lam ~ 


now fpeaking to you, as a Patient in an Infirmary :—A 
Place where, as | have hinted to you already, you are 
furrounded with many Mercies, and with many Objedts 
and Circumftances, which, if it be not your own Fault, 
may greatly contribute to your particular Inftruction. 


Pe a oe yaad Be 


Apvies toa Patient, confidering Him as in a Place 
where He is-daily receiving many Mercies. 


Several Mercies VY O.U are in a Place where you are fur- 
enumerated. rounded with many AZercies, for which, 
therefore, you ought to be very thankful ;—— 

thankful to Ged, as well as to your human Benefaétors.— 
You have convenient Lodzing,—an eafy warm Bed,— 
a good Hyuje around you, to fhelier you from the Incle- 
mency of the Weather; an Inclemency, by which Difz 
tempers in a Cottage are, at frame Seafons of the Year, ren- 
_ dered much more dangerous, and painful than they would 
otherwife be,—-You have Attendants to wait on you, as 

your Neceffities require, Night and Day.— You have Food 

fufficient and proper,—fuch as may comfort and fupport 

Nature, without feeding your Diftemper.—And then you 

have the mf? fuitable Medicines, in their greate/ Perfec- 

tion, prefcribed by Puysicians, judged (by thofe who 

have configned this Office to them) to be of approved Skill 

and Experience :—Nor can they be under the /ea/f Temp- 

tation to overload you with them; a Circumftance which 

_is of no fmall Importance.—Thefe Gentlemen vifit you 


at flated Seafons : and are always ready to-attend you, — 


if an extraordinary Circumftance in your Cafe fhould | 


make it neceflary. 


i | If 
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If you are wounded, or under the Agony of a broken 
Bone, or in other Circumftances, that require the im- 
portant Aid of SuRGEONS, there are lkewife fome of 
that ufeful and neceflary Profeffion, ready to-attend you 
with their Affiftance ;—which would elfe, perhaps, have 

een fo expenfive, that you might have been ruined by 
brocuring it, or have perifhed for want of it.—So that, 
‘Upon the Whole, fuch as are in a fuperior Situation, if 
they have not a great Command over themfelyes, and are 
Not fo happy as to fall into very faithful Hands, may want 
many of thofe Advantages, which you have here for your 
Comfort and Recovery. 
Have you therefore not abundant Reafon 
Thankfulnefs to be thankful to your Benefactors, and, above 
advifed. all, to Gon, for thefe good Things, and for 
that happy State, into which, amidit all your Afflictions, 
you are now brought ?—I fay, above all, to Gop, becaufe 
itis He gives Them a Power to help you, and a Will to do 
it,—Itis He that encourages them to go on from Year to 
Year, with renewed Expence, and to take fuch freguent 
Trouble in Attendance, as many of them do, on no 
Other Confideration than that of being beneficial to you. 

Methinks, 7 this View, you fhould be prailing God 
every Day, and every Day intreating, that his Bleffing may 
abundantly reft upon thofe whom He has made, zn thefe 
. Inftances, the Inftruments of his Goodneis to youu—And 

indeed you fhould be very thankful to Him, not only on 
jour own Account, but that of others. Poor as you are, 

could earneftly wifh that you might be rich in the 
Grace of Chriftian Charity ; and if you are fo, you will 
be concerned for others as well as for yourfelf.—You will 
Tejoice and be thankful for the Relief which every Patient 
Inthe INFIRMARY, or belonging to it, receives by this 
ufeful FounpaTion ;—it will delight and comfort you 
_ to think how many fuch Houfes of Mercy there are in 
_ Sur Nation, how many Thoufands have been already — 
'Telieved and recovered by Means of them ;—and what 
_ & Probability there is, that in futute Times they may be 
More xumerous, and more ufeful too, by gaining Expe- 
~Nence in the Art of Doinc Goop ;—and your opening 

Nera: Mind 
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Mind (if it be formed aright) will rejoice in the Profpect 
of Relief and Comfort to thofe, who are yet tinborn. 
| If you have any Spark of Gratitude to 
With due Ex- God, for your own Share in this merciful 
brebin ¢Gra- Provifion, you will alfo be enquiring what 
ice _ Return you fhould make ?—The Anfwer is 
eafy :—Truly, the moft acceptable Thing both to God 
and Man, which you can do in your prefent Circumftan- 
ces, is to endeavour ‘to improve, as much as poflible, all 
the Advantages which you here enjoy both for Body and 
Seul,—Do not therefore, as fome foolifbly do, neglect this 
Opportunity, and fo difappoint the charitable Defigns 
and Efforts of your bc/? Friends. 
It is lefs neceflary for me to urge you to‘ 
Al Adwantages make the beft Ufe of the Advantages you 
es ant goed enjoy, forthe Recovery of your Health, not: 
ue “only as it nay be reafonably fuppofed you 
* . doit, but will as according to the Rules of 
fuch Places as thefe, any great and vifible Irregularity will 
not be endured :—Yet there are little mufchievous Artifices, 

- which fome Patients will practife, and which may now” 
and then pafs undifcovered ;—efpecially to procure what 
may be improper for them to-eat or drink, which you 
ought con{cientioufly to avoid ; for as it would be hurting 
yourfelves, and perplexing your Phy/ician, fo it would be 
groily abufing the Charity, of which you have fought to 
partake, either to omit what you are appointed to do, or 
to do that, which out of a tender Regard to your Bene- 
fit, and that of others is forbidden. 

But what I have now chiefly in view, is to 
and for yor urge youto a diligent Care in improving 
Salvation. every Opportunity for the Benefit of your 
Souls; which (whatfoever the Degree may be) are un- 
queftionably more or lefs diftempered ; and, being of in- 
finitely greater Value than. your Bodies, demand that 
fovereign and neceffary Cure, which Religion alone can _ 
afford, . ¥ 

~ You will have in this Ivrrrmary frequent Opportu- 
nities of hearing or reading the Scriptures, and other good 
bor = a ie Books, | 
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Books, of attending Prayers, Sermons, 


Five Religious Op- and Sacraments, and of converfing with _ 


Portunities in a fome /piritual Guide.—If all thefe be duly 


= as improved, you may have Reafon to blefs 
TY, Viz. : 

God for every one of them. 
Reading. You have Bibles in each Ward ; let 


them not lie neglected. But if you 
are able, read them yourfelf, or elfe get another to 
read them to you; but daily, one Way or other, keep. 
up ah Acquaintance with the Contents of that divine 

ook, as you have Opportunity, and the State of your 
Health will permit:—Above all, be mindful to read fuch’ 

ortions of Scripture, as are moft fuitable to your own 
Cafe ; and left you fhould be at a Lofs where to find pro- 
Per Paflages, | have pointed out the following, as parti- 
Cularly fit for the Perufal and moft ferious Confideration 
of the Sick, efpecially thofe in an Infirmary,—and before 
You begin to read them, always make ule of the Co/- 
leé? *® for the fecond Sunday in Advent, or fome fuch 
"rayer.—Suitable Ejaculations too while you read, will: 
Not, I hope be forgotten. 


The Book of Fob. Pfalm LXXIIL. 
Pfalm V1. LXXVII. 
XXII. LXXXVIII. 
fs XXX. >. (o 
) XXXII. CI. 
XXXIV. CLE. 
XXXVIII. CVvIl. 
XI. CXVI. 
XLIX. CXXX. 
CXXXIX., 
LI. CXLY. 
LXXI. | Ecclefiafies XI. 
| * The CoLzecr. 
‘© Bleffed God, who haft caufed all Holy Scripture to be writtén 


“ for ouR Learning, grant that I may in fuch wife hear them,” 


‘ read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeft them, that by Patience 
** and Comfort of thy Holy Word, I may embrace and ever hold 
“ faft the blefled Hope of everlafting Life, which thou haf given 
* me in our Saviour Jefus Chrift. Amen.” 


C 3 Yaia 


ea see 
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Vaiah XXV. Epbefians V. 
XXXVI. wees Vi. 
LULL Philippians 1. 
. Feremiah Il, Il. 
IIT. 1 Theffalon. 1. 
XXXII. V. 
The Book of Lamentations.| Hebrews XI. 
Hofea V1. XiIL 
XIV.  XUL 
Micab V1, Fames I. 
1 Peter I. 
Matthew XXV. HI. 
XXVI. IV. i 
XXVII. 2 Peter Ill, 
Romans V.. 1 Fobn I. 
VUl,. eas II, 
alt: f If. 
x Corinth, XV. Revelat. Il. 
2 Corinth, IV. III. 
V. XXII. 
XI. > XXII. 


To apply and profit by thefe Chapters, will demand 
the fame Care and Attention on your Parts, as was re- 
quired on mine to colleét them.—Let me therefore intreat 
you by no Means to pafs over them with Difregard, or 
dndifference. They are of the utmoft Importance to 
you: Confider them as fuch—Paufe on them:—Take 
fome weighty and comfortable Verfe to Jay up in.your AdZe- 
mory, that you may meditate on it by Night as well as by 
- Day.—The Texts of Scripture, which, in feveral nfir- 
maries, are written on the Walls, in the refpective Wards, 
may, by the Blefling of God, be very ufeful, if thus /e- 
rioufly read, and frequently made the Subje€t of yout 
Meditation. | 
. But befides your principal and conftant Inftruétor the 
Biste, you will ftand in need of other pious Books, the, 


pu 
ippofed to apprehend, 
dus 


t 


3 guceits than, (confidering your Education) you-can be 


judicious Choice of which, is of much greater Confe- 


a I eS ee ee ee en 


~ Some 


Se 
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Some of this Kind you probably may have of your 
®wn, or you may have an Opportunity of borrowing 
fuch.—Excellent Inftruétions are to be drawn from them, 
and when you have obtained fuch as you apprehend may’ 
beft fupply your Wants, let me intreat you to make fre’ 
quent Ufe of them.—Particularly remember that Books, . 
Which contain Forms * of Prayer, are not to be read only 
at the Time of your Devotions, but you are to ftudy them . 
Carefully ; to acquaint yourfelf with the true Senfe and 

eaning of every Expreffion, that you may underftand 
clearly what you afk, or what you utter, and why? 
Without which your Prayers wil] be but vain Babblings. ° 

It is true, if you are confined to your Bed, by any 
acute IlInefs, which requires + Re/?, and will not admit of 
attentive ‘Thoughts, Reading muft be impracticable. —' 
But there are fo many Patients in other Circumftances, 
that I thought this Advice very proper for them, efpe- 
Cially as the imad7ive State to which they are neceffitated by: 
their Condition, may be a Means of contracting an Habit 
of Idlenefs, if they fhou!d not be directed to fome ufeful 
fedentary Employment ; and if a Number be capable of 
fitting to any Kind of Work together, (which is often 
the Cafe) then one, who can read well, may read tothe: 
reft, while they follow their Bufinefs, but not with fo 
loud a Voice as to difturb any to whom that might be | 
nee: all which may be left to the Judgment of the 

ATRON; and it may, by the Blefling of God, be pro- 
ductive of good Effects. 

You will hear Prayers, fuited to the Genes 


Prayers. : 
et rality of Patients, read in your Wards feveral 


Ke * Such as Bifhop Gib/on on Family Devotion, Ferks’s Devotions,. 
c. &e. 

+ Theugh fuch as are in-a State of great Weaknefs are incapable - 
of doing any Thing, they ought to remember that there aré PASSIVE 
43 well as ACTIVE Duties; that is to fay, ‘the may glorify God; and. 
Sie Proofs of Obedience, not only by Doing, but by Suffering. The 

Soldier of Chrift is not always in AGion, but fometimes appointed to re~’ 
tain fil, and to watch. in the appointed Station; and blefed is that 
Servant whom his Lord at bis coming foall find fo doing, “. ° 
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Times in a Week—VWeigh them diligently ;—endea- 
vour to keep your Mind attentive to every Sentence ; and 
ftrive to make every Prayer your own, by offering it up 
to God with Faith, Humility, and Devotion ; always re- 
membering, that whatever Prayers you may hear, or even 
Speak, they are not your Prayers, unlefs they exprefs the 
real Sentiments of your own Soul before that God, wha 
fearches all Flearts, and tries the Reins of the Children of 
Men ;—and is greatly difpleafed with thofe who draw nigh 
unto him with their Mouth, and honour him with their 
Lips, while their Hearts * are far from him. Such Pre- 
tences to Prayer are an Abomination to the Lord, 

If the particular Method of public Worthip here fhould 
be fomething different from that to which you have been 
accuftomed, make no unneceflary Exceptions, but be 
thankful for the Advantages you have, and endeavour to — 
make the 2/2 Ufe of them.—Such Places as thefe are not 
proper Scenes for Di/putes about Religion, nor are the 
Days of Affliction proper Sea/ons for them. 

The Faith of all real Chriftians is principally the fame, 
as to the grand Articles of it—The Bleflings which we 
afk of God, are the.fame; (namely) That He would 
pardon our Sins,—and cleanfe our Hearts by his Holy 
Spirit,—and enable us through a Principle of Faith and 
Love, to live foberly as to ourfelves, righteou/ly as to our 
Neighbour, godlily + as to our heavenly Father; and 
fo toimprove all our Enjoyments and Afflictions, that 
we may all be fit for Heaven, and at laft may al/ meet 
there. | 

Thefe are Sentiments to which every good Man can 
join, and at the End of which he will be fure to put his 
hearty AMEN ; for indeed he ought never to withhold it, 
when he has an Opportunity of joining in fuch Petitions. 
as exprefs the very Vitals of Religion ; whether thefe Ex- 


preffions are, or are not in frequent Ufe inthe feveral Con=- 


gregations with whom he has ufually affociated. 
aig: If Sermons fhould be preached in the InFir= 
; MARY (as it may reafonably be fuppofed they 
often will) obferve efpecially what is moft fuitable to your 
Pr tes * Matt, xv, 8 4 Titus ji, 12, 
: : own 
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_ wn Cafe, lift up your Heart to God for a Bleffing be- 


fore the Difcourfe begins, and when it is ended ;—and, if 
you have an Opportunity of converfing with other Pa- 
tients, be ready to talk on what you have heard, in an 
humble, thankful Manner, ‘that you may acquire fome 
enefit by it, and retain any ferious Impreffions that have 
been made on you. . 

As for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
it is no doubt an ufeful and excellent Ordi- 
Nance, admirably fitted to adminifter Confolation and 
Eftablifhment to: Chriftians under all their Trials ;—to 
awaken their Graces,—and to confirm their good Refo- 
utions, by reminding them of the Atonement of Chrift, 
and by reprefenting his dying Love. ; 

But I befeech and charge you, that you do not attend 
the Sacrament in a carelefs Manner, or as if you thought 
It would work like a Charm, and that the cudward Per- _ 
formance of that AGtion would be of any Significancy to 
your Salvation, unlefs it be attended with a Zvely Faith * 
in Curist, unfeigned Repentance for all your Sins, and 
Jincere Purpofes of better Obedience.—On thefe Principles 
you are to regard it, 

4s a REMEMBRANCE of the Death of Chrif? : particu« 
larly his Sufferings in his Chara€ter—in his Body—in his 
Soul for your Sake. 

4s a Seat of the Covenant, which is confirmed in thi 
holy Solemnity, and by which all true Belevers are intitled 
to every Bleffing ;—particularly pardon of Sin—Affiftance 
Of the Holy Spirit—and eternal Life. 
_ 4:aBance of your Chriftian Love + to all your Brethren 
tn Chrift, however they may be diftinguifbed from each other 
in their different Forms of Profeffions, or Ranks in Life; 
Particularly acknowledging yourfelves, in the moft folemn 
anner to be the Children of one Almighty Father—re- 
deemed by one Sayiour—and Heirs of one, and the fame 
immortal Glory. 3 
- Refle&t on thefe Ends and Purpofes, that you may ° 
fee how far you defire to comply with them :—Examine 


Sacrament. 


 -Yourfelf as to the Truth of Religion, in your Heart,—. 


_* Heb. iv. 2. + John xiii. 35 . 
. an 


- 
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_and your Advance or Decline in it.—Meditate on the 


Deatu of Curis ;—read thofe Portions of Scriptures 
which defcribe his * Sufferings ;—~or efpecially refer to 
them,—and join to thefe the Affiftance of the beft human 
Writers, that you can procure +.—But, above all, en- 
deavour to bring with you, to the Table of the Lord, 
that Humitiry and Fairu;—that Love and Devo- 
TION, which may make your Attendance acceptable to 
Chrift, and ufeful to yourfelf, 

And when you have received the Communion, endea- 
vour to carry it in your Memory and Heart CONTINUALLY, 
and bear your Afflictions like one, who has feen the Re- 
prefentation of a fuffering Saviour ;—-who has received 
fuch Favours from him,—and lies under fuch great and 
folemn Obligations to ferve him faithfully during the Re- 
mainder of your Life. a 

= At fuch Times efpecia/ly (though not at 

poe Eaeg fuch Times only) it will be your Spe Wife 
dom to make Ufe of the Opportunity you 

may have for converfing with fome /piritual Guide — The 
EES RES OEP IES RB TR A 


* See particularly Matt. xxvi, xxvii. Mark xv. Luke xxii, xxii. 
Sobn xviii, xix. ; 

+ See Dr. Wilfon (the late Bifhop of Maz) on the Lord’s Supper. 
As there are few religious Subjeéts, which have been more fre- 
quently handled, and perhaps I might add /e/s underftood, than the 
Sacrament, I would here recommend this fhort but clear Tract, 
which I moft fincerely with in the Hands of almoft every Commu- 
nicant, efpecially of the Patients in ail our Infirmaries.---And I 
prefer this to every other on the Subject, for the following Reafons, 
(namely) There are feveral concife and affecting Meditations on the 
moft pertinent Texts of Scripture---The Queftions propofed for Self- 
Examination, are immediately founded on the Expreffions fo properly 


~ ufed in our Book of. Common Prayer (fee Bifhop of Man on the 


Sacrament, Page 26.)---and the whole Communion Service is there 
printed in a large Letter, with w/eful’ DireCtions and fuitable Eja- 
culations on the Sides.---So that it is remarkably well calculated te 
prevent the Inconveniency which I have often obferved with Con- 
cern, when the Communicants are confufed in turning backwards 
and forwards from their Common Prayer Book to their Sacrament — 
Book, at a Time when their Thoughts fhould be all Attention to 
the Words of the MrntsTer;---whereas fuch a Treatife as this 
would help devout Minds, without diverting them from the Duty 
in which they fhould be employed. ; 
. Minifter 
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_ Minifter who officiates, if he be that worthy Man, whom 


I hope you will always find him, will not look upon you 
with Indifference, or be lefs folicitous about your eternal 
State, becaufe you are Poor; well knowing that every 
Soul is equally valuable in the Sight of its Eitachr, and 


‘that there is ‘* One Thing needful” in every Station of 


Life, from the higheft to the loweft. 


That done, the Pooreft can no Wants endure, 
But ¢hat not done, the Richeft muft be Poor. 


Nay more, fuch a Minifter will not himfelf be content 
with reading the Forms of Prayer, or going through 
other outward Parts of Worfhip; but he wiil be glad 
to converfe with every Perfon of the Infirmary, as Ne- 
Ceffity may require, and his other Engagements permit.— 
It wiil be the very ‘Foy of his Heart, to fee that you are 
imprefled with the Hand of God, while it is finiting you *, 
and that you will give him an Opportunity of contributing 
to your Improvements in Divine Knowledge, and Chrif- 
tian Piety. —He will gladly deny himfelf in fome agreeable 
Vifits abroad, or entertaining Studies at home, that he 
may, by this humble Office of Chriftian Charity, con- 
tribute to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of a Soul, 
Which is to exift for ever. ‘ 
And, befides the Affiftance you may receive from him, 
Who is fo dind as to give you his /fated Attendance, 
occaftonal Accefs will not be denied to the Minifler of 
Your own Parif/h or Congregation +, who, if he be within 
each, and underftand his own Duty and Intere/i, will 
¢ glad of an Opportunity of vifiting you, and converfing 


| Sertoufly with you.—He will even blefs God with all his 


deart for it, both as it may be a Means of prefent Ser- 
Vice, and may open a Profpeét, in cafe you fhould reco- 
ver, of his greater Ufefulnefs to you in the Courfe of his 


je uture Miniftry.—And confequently will farther eftablith 


his Title to that invaluable Promife, and that diflinguifbed 


* 1 Sam. xxvi. ro. 

_+ Care is taken, that Patients of aLL PERsuasioNns may be fo 

difpofed, as to be attended in the Manner they defire. See Nor- 
‘hampton Infirmary Statutes, Page 46. 


Reward, 


_—- 


- 
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Reward, ‘¢ They that turn many to Righteoufnefs, fhall 
s¢ fhine like Stars in the Firmament.” Dan, xii. 3. 

Make a properU/e of this happy Concurrence of Circum- 

ftances.—Lay open to the one, or.the other, or doth, the 

State of your Mind.—Hear their Advices, Inftrudtions, 

and Prayers,—and exprefs an unfeigned Gratitude to them 

- for all the é:nd Offices which they are ever ready to do you, 
in thefe Circumftances of Humiliation and Diftrefs, - 

-I farther reminded you, in the Beginning of this litve 
Treatife, that as thereare many Adercies, which you re- 
ceive bere, fo alfo it is a Place where you are furrounded 
with many Odjedis and Circum/tances, which may be very 

_ ‘ufeful to you, if it be not your own Fault, + 


Sot i ON ty 


Advice to a Patient, confidering him as furrounded 
with feveral infirudiive Objecis and Circumflances. 


Advice on fee- yeu fee around you many under great 
ing Spectacles and heavy Afflitions, perhaps much 
of Difits-. greater than your own,—And in ell that you 
fee, and in all that_you feel, you may perceive the fad 
Confequences and Effects of Sin.—’ Tis Sin that has, as — 
it were, turned the World into one GREAT INFIRMARY. 
—’Tis Sin. that has introduced all the Evils which we 
experience, and which we bebold.—’ Tis Sin that forces 
the compaffionate Father of Men to have recourfe to fuch 
Jmarting Rods, to humble and reform his thoughtle/s, 
foolifh, rebellious Children. Lay it to Heart, and pray 
earne/ily, that God would blefs all thefe Things to you, 
and to your Fellow-Sufterers, . 

Think likewife of the infinite Love and Compaffion of 
the Lorp Jesus Curist, in bearing far more fevere 
Pains and ‘Lorments for you than you now feel, or than any | 

of your Fellow- Patients endure.—And once more think, if — 
the Chaftifing Strokes of God’s Red be fo painful and 

grievous, what muft the Fiercenefs of his Wrath in Hell 

be?——What mutt tho/e miferable Spirits endure, pee? 

: : Pe, God _ 


ee 
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~ God has ror EVER caf? cway from his Prefence % 2—who- 
are tormented in that Flame + prepared for the Devit and 


His-ANGELS { ;—who have no Eye to pity them ;—no- 


Hand to relieve them ;—and no Hope of being releafed, 


- even by Death itfelf; which they invoke, and it fies 


from them \|.—Oh how agonizing the Confideration! that 
Time and Deatu are fled from their Call; and that 
Defpair and Horror muft be their Portion for ever more. — 

Learn Patience under your own Affl'Gtions, when you 


fee others, perhaps, fo much worfe than yourfelf;—or, — 


it may be, languifhing, while you are recovering ;—grow- 
ing worfe inftead of better, under the moff proper Applica- 
tions, and drawing near to the Grave. You may per- 


haps fee fome poor Creatures under the Neceffity of lofing — 


precious and ufeful Limbs for the Prefervation of their 
Lives.—Learn then, from every fad Spe&tacle of this 
Kind, to reflect how much more reafonable-it is to give 
up the dearef? Lufts, when they threaten, as moft cer~ 
tainly they ail threaten, the £/¢ of our Souts.—How well 
is it worth ous while to cut off a Right Hand, or pluck out 
@ Right Eye §, rather than by criminal Indulgence to bring 
Ruin on ourfelves, and be caft into Hell, where, as 


our Lorp tells us (THRICE, within the Compals of . 


six Verfes) their Worm dieth not, and (as He teftihes Five 
Times within the same Compafs) shat the Fire is not 
quenched, Mark ix. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48. 
You have likewife Spe@tacles — of 
— oa fee- Mortality perhaps near you; Death may 
ug Speltacles . h Wed: 3 . 
of Mortality, come into the very Ward in which you 
are lodged, and you may fee a dead 
Corpfe, lying for a little while in the very next Bed 4.— 
Oh! lay it to Heart:—Look upon that awful Sight,— 
and think what is become of the Soul, which lately dwele¢ 


SN nN re re, 


* Pflm li,xx. + Luke xvi. 24. t Matt. xxv. gr. 
} Rev. ix. 6. § Matt. v. 29. ; 
4 Itis well known, that it is ufual in Inrirmarigs very quickly 


nience which might arife from their continuing /aag among the. 
Patients.---Neverthelefs, while the Speftacle is before their Eyés, 
| ¥t is fo affecting, that IL could not refrain from mentioning it. 


in 


\ 


to remove Corpits into the Dzap-Houss, to prevent the Inconve- | 


iat a _— 
——# 
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in that forfaken Clay !—What a great Change has it 
already proved! An Hour or two ago it was with yous 
and its Fellow-Patients;—but Now it is with Angels, or 
with Devils,—triumphing in the Prefence of CurisTy 
or bemoaning itfelf in Ghatas of Darknefs. ** So (may 
~** you fay to yourfelf} so muft I in a /iile while, even 
‘S* though God fhould blefs the Means of my Recovery 
“ from my prefent Illnefs; so muft lin afew Years, and 
perhaps ina few Days, lie cold among. the Dead ;—and 
so muft this immortal Sout, this co much neglected — 
Spirit of mine, be an everlafting Inhabitant of Hea- 
ven or of Hell.—Lord, quicken me by this awful Pro- « 
“© vidence ;—and “fo teach me to number my Days, that 
“* I may apply my Heart unto true * Wifdom.” 
Once more confider, that the Provi- © 
Advice on hav- dence of God has brought’ you intoa Place, 


oA 
" 


66 
a6 
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’ 


is Otc wherey_perhapeyyourmay hare an OD- 
© aad, od portunity of doing Good; which you~ 


fhould maf joyfully embrace, to the utmoft 
of your Power.—How ill foever you are, you may per- 
haps do fome Good,—as an Example of Patience, and 
of Gratitude,—by a quiet Submiffion to God’s Hand,— 
‘by a thankful Compliance with all the Methods. of Cure, — 
—and by behaving with a becoming Refpe& to thofe who 
“have the Care of you,—-endeavouring to make that Care 
as light and eafy to them as you can, and to give them 
as little Trouble as poffible. 
If it pleafe God, that you recover a little, 
or if under your Ilnefs you are capable of | 
moving about, which ts often the Cafe, | 
- “there are many other Ways, by which you may, perhaps, | 
“be ufeful in the InFrRMaryY.—For Jn/iance ;—by Reading 
‘to others,—and by teaching them to.read; by learning | 
fome of them to write and caft Accompts ;—or by in- 
“ftruGing them in the Catechifm, &c.—by Working for 
‘them ;—or by 4/ifing, which in Duty you ought, undet | 
the Direction of the Marron, in attending upon others; | 
and by taking proper Times and Seafons of /peaking to | 
your Fellow-Patients, comforting them under their Pains | 
Se * Pfalm xc. 120 


_ Advice in Cafe. 
«of Amendment. 
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and Sorrows, by-advi/ing them for their fpiritual Good,— 
and cautioning them tenderly and affectionately againft any 
Thing which you fee amifs in their Conduét.—You wilk 
'yourfelf find the Pieafure, the Benefit, the Reward of 
this ; and therefore you will not think I have improperly _ 
added this to the other Circumftances which may be 
ufeful to you, if it be not your own Fault. - | 
If you find no immediate Benefit by the 
Advice, if x0 Method ufed for your Recovery, be not 
Relic fowld’? impatient, —nor by any Means envy fuch 
= as do. Sufpe& not the Séil/, or the Inte- 
grily of thofe who have the Care of you; for the Puy- 
SiCIANS of Princes are often un/fucce/sful, and even the 
ROYAL Patient grows worfe and worfe under their Care; 
—nay, the mef? judicious PHYSICIANS THEMSELVES are 
at laft obiiged to fubmit to Death.—If therefore you re= 
ceive any Benefit, be very thankful to God for it, though 
. the Amendment be ever fo fmall ;—or if zo Relief can 
be obtained *, yet remember that it is Gop’s Wiit 5 
what HE orders (who is WISE as well as GooD) is — 
always belt ;—to which if you fubmit, and endeavour ta 
improve the Difpenfations of his Providences, it will be,, 
- in the End, to your everlaffing Advantage. be 


| * Tf this fhould be the Cafe of the Irreligious, furely they thould 
not delay an Hour or a Moment; but iz/fartly prepare for the una- 
woidable or approaching Change.---If of the Religious, they wilh 
know the Value of the tollowing PRoMisEs, namely, ‘* Fear thoy: 
not, for I am with thee: Benet difinayed, for I am thy God; ¥ 
“ awill firengthen thee; yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee- 
“ with the Right Hand of ‘my Righteoufnefs.”. Sce Waiah xii. 10. 
“ Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
** Twill fear no Evil, for Thou art with me, thy Red and thy Staff 
“* comfort me.” See Pialm xxiii. 4. 
“* My Flefh and my Heart faileth: but Gog is the Strength of my . 
_ % Heart, and my Portion for ever.” See Pf{alm ]xxiii. 26. ae 
_. © Thanks be to God, which giveth us the ViGory, through our Lord 
|  Felus Chrif”. See 1 Cor. Xv. 57- 
|  ‘Thefe comfortable and precious Promies, if FIxED in the Mey - 
_ mory, and rendered familiar to the Mind, will, I doubt not, revive. 
_ the Heart, when no Cordial can fupport the jiking Body, 
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3 But if you fhould recover, be not unmind- 
Advice in cafe ful, when you leave the Infirmary, to report 
“@f Recovery. “what Good you have feen and received there, 
~ with Thankfulnefs: — Particularly for fome Time after 
you have received this Benefit, return thanks to God for 
your Recovery, ufing the. Prayer for this Purpofe, inferted 
at the End of this Treatife, or any other to the fame Bik. 
And as for what may have been amifs (which I hope in 
_ fuch Societies will be very little) blaze it not abroad, to 
promote a Prejudice againft fuch Places, which would 
be very ungrateful, and very mifchievous ; but give proper 
Hints of it in the firft Place tothe Officers, or fuperior 
Servants within the Houfe; and if that fhould not be - 
found fufficient, then to the Governors, or Truftees, who 
will always have it in their Power to rectify what has 
really been wrong.—Such refpe@tful Remonitrances will 
then be well taken, and may be the Means of doing 
a general Good. se =: . 
ee And it is very probable you will, at your 
Adviceon Dy going out of the /ufirmary, bave fome little 
milion. Treatifes given you, fuitable to the Circum- 
flances of your Recovery : Read them with Diligence and 
Care,—lay the Contents ferioufly to Heart,—and charge 
it on your Confcience, that you never, never, forget ‘* the 
*© Vows you have made in Trouble*,” and the merciful 
Hand that has brought you out of it, : 
The FrreNpLy ADVICE + youare now reading, which. 
will {till remain in your Poffeffion, may have its future as 
well as prefent Ule;—and I hope it will be made much 


* Pfalm Ixvi. 14. 

» 4+ This Frrenpiy Apvice toa PariEnt, is given away at the 
Northampton Infirmary (and at feveral others) to all the Out as well ; 
as In-Patients, on their Admiffion, by the Chairman, who ftriétly 
enjoins them to make a proper Ule of it; not only while they come 
tinue PATIENTS, but fo long as ‘it. fhall pleafe God to {pare their 
Lives after they are difcharged. : 2 

Bithop Gib/on’s SzR10uUs Advice to Perfons lately recovered from 
Sicknefs, is likewife given away at this Infirmary, and at moft 
ethers, to all fuch Patients as have received a Cure there, ; 


¥ 
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more familiar to your Mind by continued Ufe.—One of 
the firft good Effeéts of which will certainly be your con» 
ftant Attendance (at leaft weekly) on Pusiic OrpI- 
NANCEs ;—and efpecially the SAcRAMENT, for you will. 
' €afily perceive, that many ofthe Thoughts here fuggefted 
will have a Tendency both to convince you of the: 
Importance of fuch Inftitutions, and to prepare you for 
an Improvement of them, agreeable to the great Purpofes: 
- defigned in their Appointment. . f : 
To conclude—This is plain, but feriousy. 
ines same hope, /uitable Advice. I once more 
recommend it to your attentive and repeated Pe-- 
-Tufal, hoping it may engage your particular Regard, as: 
. Coming from the Hand of a PHysicran ;—a Confidera~ ~ 
tion, methinks, which fhould at leaft affe& thofe Patients. 
Who are under my perfonal Care.—At the fame Time, © 
recommend you to the Protection of Heaven—hearuly 
wifhing your Recovery from your {llnefs, if it be the: 
Will of an All-wife and gracious Gop ; and (however - 
. that may be) a religious Improvement of thefe ** compa=. 
“© ratively light Affictions, which are but for a Moment, 
“¢ that they may work out for you:a far more exceeding 
6 and eternal Weight of Glory.. 2 Cor. iv.17.”” | 
To have contributed in any Degree to fo excellent an 
End, will be at once my Delight and Reward. ten- 
derly commiferate your Calamity, I regard you-as a Par-- 
taker of the fame Human Nature, and Chriftian Profef- 
fion.—] defire to approve myfelf your fincere Well-wifhery. _ 
by every Office of Humanity and Charity within my 
ower; and have therefore for your Good,. and as what. 
apprehend to be my Duty, given you this very im-’ 
portant, and very friendly Apvice: In the ftriét Ob- 
fervance of which you will promote your own moft va+ 
luable Interefts, and my inexpreffible SatisfaGtion. “This, 
1s a Return which I may reafonably expedt on your Party. 
and I here requef? it of you—and may God Almighty. 
affift with his Blefling the-Endeavours on doth Sides, that _ 
in the great Day of Accounts, zeither of them may be: 
found fruitlefs, “az 
hse James STONHOUSE. 


D3 The 


3° Frienpty Apvice to a Patient, 
The whele of this Anvice reviewed, and fummed — 
=i up in-a PRAYER. # 


“Pebenifien aed A lmighty God, the Father of our Lord — 


Conjeffion, Jefus Chrift, I adore thee as the wife 
ee and gracious Governor of .all thy Creatures, 
and the fovereign Difpofer of all Events.—I acknowledge 
thy Hand in the Affli@ions under which I now labour 5 
and I confefs, that they are far le/s than mine Iniguities 


have deferved.—May I have Wifdom and Grace to 


. improve the afflicting Stroke of thy Rod, and difcern — 
~ Him, who-has appointed it; and though this Calamity 


is not joyous, but grievous 3 may it hereafter bring forth in 


_ me the peaceable Fruitiof Righteoufnefs. 


I thank thee, O Lorop, that I am — 
ought into this Jufrmary : I praife thee 
for all the Accommodations, Refrefhment, Comfort and 
Help I here have: I glorify thee, that thou haft put it 
into the Hearts of our kind Benefactors, to provide fuch 
Places of Reception for thofe in my Circumftances. 
May thy Bleffing attend all fuch Friends to Mankind 5 
and mayeft thou direét and profper all their Endeavours — 
for my Good, and that of others in the fame afflicted — 
Condition, : 
Grant, O Lorn, that I may fearch and 
Prayerforlm- try my Ways, and again turn unto thee.— 
ie ad A May l improve the Leifure of fuch a State 
icknefs, . : ‘ 
as this toexamine my own Heart; and may 
T-be led to form a right Judgment of myfelf |—If I am yet 
an unreformed Sinner, difcover to me, I befeech thee, my | 
Danger, and my Mifery; and give me by thy renewing 
Spirit, an unfeigned Repentance towards God, and a 
true Faith in Chrift, that [ may turn from every Sn, and 
devote myfelf for cver to thy Service.—If I am already 
in a Stare of Acceptance with thee, ftrengthen, I befeech 
thee, all my Graces more and more, and fubdue_all the 
Remainders of Sin in my Heart ; and particularly, teach» 
me Righteoufnefs by thofe Things, which I now fuffer. 


Gra* 


Thank[eiving: b 
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Gracioufly affift me, O God, that I may 


; ar religioufly improve all the Advantages I here 
suena Y enjoy : Mayl carefully read thy Word, thank-. 
i Ely feccice the Barrons of thy Minifters, 
heartily join in their Petitions, and devoutly 
remember my Saviour’s Death, efpecially at the Sacra- 
ment; and may all thefe Sights of Sorrow and Diftrefs, lead 
me to reflet on the Evil of Sin, and on the Love of 
Curist, manifefted in thofe Sufferings which he en- 
‘dured for my Sake: He went about doing Good ; May 
T, when I have any fuch Opportunity here, embrace 
thé Occafion with Readinefs and Thankfulnefs. 
%S Lorp, if it be thy heavenly Will, (for 
Prayer for Suc- without thy Concuirence, vain is the Skill 
pe and jor of the moft judicious Phyfician) give Suc- 
ite cefs to the Means employed for my Reco- 
Very, and reftore me to Health, Comfort, and Ufefulnefs 
again; neverthelefs, if thou feeft fit, in thine unerring 
Wifdom, to deny my Requeft, ** thy [Vill be done!” 
** Support me under the moft incurable Evils, and grant - 
*§ that I may not think it long to wait thy Leifure, who 
* haft condefeended to wait fo long for the Return of a 
*¢ Sinner. Let me fee Love in thy Rod, as well as Jus- 
Tick in all thy Dealings: And while my outward Man 
decays, may the inner Man be renewed Day by Day.” 
O Lorp, if thou art pleafed that this Vi- 
For an eafy and {itation fhall be a Sicknefs unto Death, and 
happy Death. that HERE I muf? die, prepare me for that’ 
“mportant Hour; give me an eafy and comfortable Paf- 
_ fage out of this Life, and take me into thy heavenly Pre- 
- fence; where Sin and Sorrow fhall be no more. This, 
and whatever elfe thou feeft neceflary or expedient for 
me, I befeech thee to grant, for the Sake of Jefus Chrift 
~my Lord, into whofe Hands I defire daily to commit my 
Spirit ; and to whom, with Thyfelf and the Holy Ghof, 
 T would afcribe everlafting Praifes. Amen. 5, 


/ .€6 
« 


_._N.B. The Petitions of this Prayer are all independent one of another, 

fe that could it be learnt by Heart, the Patient might repeat any one of 

_ them feparaitly, and by adding his hearty Amen to it, make a foort 
nd diftin Prayer of it usithout wearying bimfelf, or diftrefing ex- 

 haupfed.Nature, which frequently requires Reft, 

a | A Prayer 
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A Prayer to be ufed during Sicknefs. 


ee If the fick Perfon fo very ill, that he cannot read 
this bimfelf, be may defire fome Friend ta repeat it to him 5. 
but be muft be fure devoutly to make it bis own, and at thé 
Conclufion of it add his hearty Amen. 


Lmighty and moft righteous Lorp Gop, in whofe 
Hands are the Appointments of Life and Death, 
give me Grace to confider, that this my Sicknefs is of thy. 
fending; and to acknowledge the Fu/tice, as well as the 
Mercy, of thy Vifitation, and my Sufferings. May — 
I look up to Thee for Strength to bear, and Grace to 
profit by it. It comes, O Gon, as a Scourge for my Sins, — 
which is to make me fee, feel, and avoid them; as thy — 
Medicine to cure my fpiritual Difeafes; and as thy fiery 
Trial, which is fo prove me, and to purge away 
my Drofs. Let it not fail, Lorp, in anfwering thefe 
gracious Purpofes. Bring*to my Mind all fuch Confidera- 
tions as may revive, fuccour me, and raife me above all 
Difcouragements and Fear. Let my Thoughts, under this: 
Vifitation, be only thofe of Love and Thankfulnefs ; of Re- 
fignation and Obedience ; of Humility and Hope in thy 
ery. Give me, I befeech Thee, a full Truf in thy 
mof? gracious Promifes, nor let me fbew any indecent Carriage 
in my Affliftions, which would'add to my Guilt, if I die3. 
or tomy Remorfe and Shame, if I live,. 
Father of Metcies pity thy fick Servant, and! 
out of Compaffion to my Weaknefs, lellen my Sor- 
rows. Pardon my refilefs Complainings, and fupport me 
under them by thy Comforts. Direc? and recompenfe | 
the Labsurs and Kinduefs of thofe, who charitably and’ 
 friendlily attend me in my Sicknefs. Keep me always fubmiffive 
and devout towards Thee, and no Ways impatient, or un- 
| grateful towards thofe around me. May thy Bleffing ac- | 
“company ali their Endeavours, formy Good, and all the 
Medicines direted, Put an Endy, in thy dug Time, tomy 


~ 
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Difeafe [or to my Pains] and either reftore me ta my 
Strength, Health, and Eafe, granting me the Mercics of 
a longer Life ; or elfe prepare me more immediately for 


@ bleffed and comfortable Death, “for our Lorn. Jesus 


Curist’s Sake, who died for my Sins, and rofe again 
for my Juftification. Amen. 


A PRAYER to be ufed after Recovery. 
ag Has Gon mercifully reftored you to Health ? Surely 


-youcannot doubt the Obligations you lie under, to be thankful 


Sir it. Shocking indeed, that out of ten Lepers cleanfed, only 
one fbould return to give Glory to Gop: But take Care 
that you fallow not the Example of the Nine, for luflances 
of fuch lngratitude are too common. SceLuke xvii. 17.——— 
After Recovery therefore ufe the following, or fome frch 
Prayer. 
MM OST gracious and merciful Gop, the Fountain of 
: Life, J return Thee humble and hearty Thanks for 
having {pared the Life of thy Servant: 1 adore Thee as 
the Auzhor of my Cure, and praife Thee for the Succefs 
thou haft given to thofe Applications which were the 
Means of effeGing it. May L remember the Chaftifements, 
the InftruQions, and the Deliverence I have received; and 
may I be enabled to perform the good Refolutions I made in” 
my Sicknefs. As Thou haft condefcended to hearken to 
the Prayer of fo finful aCreature, may I call upon Thee 
as long as I live. Being made whole, may I go away 
and fin no more, leaft a worfe Thing come unto me, 


Having known the Bitterne/s of Affliction, may 1 pity and 
_ endeavour to relieve thafe who labour under it: And may I 


never forget my Obligations 10 Thee, and the Kindnefs of thofe 
about me [efpecially to the Subfcribers of this Infirmary, 
and my other Benefa@tors] whom I humbly recommend to 
thy continued Kindnels, and everlafling Favour, through 


Jesus Curist my Lorp and Saviour. Amen, 


An 
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An Exhortation to a general Concurrence in pro- 
moting Chriftianity, as the certain Means of 
Happinefs. 


Having now finifhed the FrrENpLy Apvice to @ Pa- 
tient, I muft here befpeak the Candour of every one 
(efpecially of the /earned Reader, if any fuch fhould con- 
defcend to examine it minutely) to excufe the Jm- 
perfections and Defeéis which he may meet with in this 
fittle Tyeatife—I am far from the Arrogance of fup- 
-pofing, that /uch will not frequently occur to his Obfer- 
vation ; but I would hope that whatfoever is deficient, 
or lefs intelligible than might be wifhed, will be fup- 
plied, explained, or enforced by the Kind of. Offices of 
benevolent Clergymen, and other ferious Chriftians, who 
may vifit the Affli@ed in our Infirmaries, or elfewhere 5. 
and I fhall only beg Leave toremind my Readers in ge- 
neral, of a very obvious, but yet a very important Re- 
matk ;—namely, That to attempt, atleaft, todiffipate that 


Cloud of Ignorance, which has overfpread the Cenerality 


of our Fellow-Creatures ; and to let in the Light of the 
Gospet upon their benighted Adinds ; to contribute, as 
far as in ws lies, within our refpective Provinces, to fup- 
prefs Vice; and to promote practical Religon in our 
Neighbourhood; is the common Concern, and not con- 
fined to a peculiar Order of Men. 


It is in the Power of every private Chriftian to fuggeft 


religious Hints to his Relations, Friends, and others :—= 
Such Hints, judicioufly timed, may, through the Grace 
of God, awaken the carele/s; reclaim the vicious ; and 
fet forward an univerfal Reformation :—A Work this of 
the. uimoff Importance, both to the flourifhing of our 


civil Conftitution, and to the Maintenance of the Pro- 


teftant Caufe ;—and, in fhort, to the whole of our prefent 
and eternal Welfare :—-A Work, which we cannot rea- 


Jonably hope to fee accomplifhed, without the Concur-— 


rence of many Hands ; and which (as in the Cafe of a 


[preading Conflagration, or a prevailing Rebellion) calls 


aloud for Help from every Quarter: A holy Silence 
et iS 
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 4sneverthelefs that Man’s Duty who fufpedts, he fhall in- 
. jure the Truth (for want of Talents or Prudence) by 
_ endeavouring to enforce it.—He may, however, pro- 
Mote the Gofpel in his Praétice, by a holy Life and 
Converfation. 

Thefe Confiderations, and the Motives alledged in the 
Prefetory Advertifement, have induced me to throw in my 
Mite towards this great and neceflary Undertaking.—I 
have endeavoured to obviate all ju Cenfures; but there 
' t a Difpofition which may, which doubilefs w//, incline 
fome to make the Defign itfelf, and the Execution of it 
by a Phyfcian, equally the Subjects of Ridicule.—I am 
far from defiring to contend with fuch: Let them en- 
Joy, to the full, any Triumph, real or imaginary, over 
me, as the Writer: The Caufe of Chriftianity, in 
‘Which I have engaged, will be ever fuperior to their 
Utmoft Efforts ; and.mine, howfoever weak they may ap- 
Pear, will be abundantly repaid by that Satisfaction which 
' arifes from the Conviétions of Truth, a Fidelity to Chrift, 
€nd the Confcioufnefs of Sincerity.—May others, whofe 
Influeuce is more extenfive, exert themfelves with fupe- 
Tior Advantage; may their Endeavours be attended with 
More abundant Succefs ; may zhey be enabled to remove 
the Causes of that Corruption and Remiffnefs which 
hinder the good Effeéts of InftruGtions and Exhortations ; 
and may all, rich and poor, high and low, join to — 
accomplifh this. momentous Defign; duly refleCing, 
that none of us can Jong have any Opportunity of glorify- 
ing God in our Lives and Converfation ; and that there- 
fore it is highly incumbent on us to do Good, while 
We have it in our Power, fince “¢ the Night cometh, when 
“© no Man can work.” : 

Upon THE WHOLE, let usalways be mindful of thefe | 
Very important Truths ; namely, that Modesand Forms, 

dabits and Ceremonies, can never be E/fentials of Reli- 

ligon; but that Peace and Humility, Meeknefs and Cha- 

Nity are fo:—that Guilt is the certain Spring of Anxi- 

€ty; that to be Good is to be happy; that Increafe 

| f Goodnefs is Increafe of Happinefs; that Angels 

_ @re happier than. Mankind, becaufe they are veer 
; an 
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and that the whole Syftem of Chriftianity (which is the 
fulfilling the Law and the Prophets) tends to produce the 
utmoft Perfetion of Goodnefs, ‘attainable by Mortals in 
this Life, in order to the Acquifition of eternal Life, and 
eternal Happinefs hereafter.— Were thefe Truths implant- 
ed deeply in all our Hearts, we fhould foon find fuch a 
Reformation, as every good Man would with, though per- 
haps none can expecét.—It is our Duty, however, to 
pray for it daily, and to promote it to the utmoft of our 


Power—and I am therefore unwilling to fuppofe that any _ 


'- of my Readers will refufe fervently to unite their Petitions 
with mine, that the glorious God, who is the Creator 
and Lover of Mankind, would afford us his all power- 
ful Grace, that we may refpeét thefe Truths as they deferves 
that we may ufe the AZeans for the Attainment of that 
great End, which his infinite Goodnefs has propofed $ 
and that we may, at all Times, and in all Places, be 
ever careful to do our Part towards it; always remem= 
bering, ‘* that for this Purpofe was the Son of God mani+ 


&< fefted, that’ be might deftrey the Works of the Devil; _ | 


< and purify ta bimfelf a People zealous of goad Works.” 
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